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Board of Control Approves Grand Rapids Property
Purchases for Building, Parking
The GVSU Board of Control authorized the purchase of two properties in
downtown Grand Rapids that will be
the site of a proposed health professions building and provide parking
adjacent to Secchia Hall.
Meeting Wednesday, December 8,
the board autholized the purchase of a
1.4-acre parcel on the northeast corner
of Michigan and Lafayette from Spectrum Health for $2.5 million. The site
will be home to a new health profes-

sions building for GVSU's nursing,
physician assistant studies, physical
therapy, occupational therapy and other
health professions programs.

Michigan State University, Spectrum
Health, and St. Mary's Hospital to offer
medical education and research in
downtown Grand Rapids.

Grand Valley's nurse practitioner and
physician assistant studies programs
moved downtown this past fall and meet
in classrooms at the Cook Institute, across
the street from the site of the proposed
health professions building. Earlier this
fall, GVSU joined in a collaboration with

The board also authorized the
purchase of 4.6 acres from Owens-AmesKimball Construction Company for $2. 1
million. The two parcels of property,
adjacent to Secchia Hall, would be used
for parking when the downtown campus
expansion is complete.

GVSU Unveils Collection
Of Mathias Alten Art December 15
Grand Valley State University is the
recipient of a gift of 37 works of art by
Grand Rapids artist Mathias Alten.
The 37 prints-one watercolor and 36
oil paintings-are scenes of Grand
Rapids, the western United States, and
Europe. TI1ey will be on permanent
exhibit in the Richard M. DeVos Center,
now under construction in downtown
Grand Rapids.
The paintings were given to Grand
Valley by local businessman George
Gordon, who has a passion for Alten
paintings and has been collecting them
for years. TI1e collection he has given to
GVSU covers the breadth of Alten's
career, from the 1898 "View of North
Park" to a self portrait completed in
1921 .
"It's a fabulous gift," says Henry
Matthews, director of galleries and
collections at GVSU. "It will
really allow west Michigan
residents to view a good
variety of his work and
see the breadth of his
continued on page 4

O ld Lyme is part of a collection of paintings by Mathias .f. Alten donated to GVSU by George

Gordon, of Grand Rapids. The 3 7-piece collection will be on p ermanent display in the Richard M.
De Vos Center, now under construction in downtown Grand Rapids

Across Campus
Mechanical and Manufacturing
Engineering Accredited
The Accreditation Board for Engineers and
Technology, Inc. (ABET) has granted full
accreditation to the Padnos School of Engineering at Grand Valley State University.
Based on a summer evaluation of GVSU's
programs, ABET granted accreditation through
2005 of both the mechanical and rnanufactrning
emphasis areas of GVSU's Engineering degree.

Training and Development
Institute Offers
Computer Certification

The GVSU Forum is
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616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE on the World Wide We b
at: WWVf,gvsu.edu/
Faculty a nd staff membe rs
can find an o nline "Sketches"
submission fo rm on the Web Site.

The Institute for Training and Development, part of GVSU's Continuing Education
Division, is helping west Michigan computer
workers gain certification.
The institute has been offering course
work necessa1y to gain the specialized
technical ce1tification in both Grand Rapids
and Holland since late October.
A+ ce1tification is an industry-supported
credential that verifies competence as a
computer suppo1t professional and service
technician. Courses include PC and Internet
fundamentals as well as diagnosis, upgrades
and repair.
The Certified Webmaster program offers
training essential for Web page design and
administration, as well as e-business
management. Courses range from HTML
basics and design to e-commerce concepts
and strategies.
"Based on cun-ent demand, many more
classes are forming in both Grand Rapids
and Holland," said Cheri DeClercq, marketing di.rector for the Institute for Training and
Development.
Those interested in the special certification programs may call the Institute for
Training and Development at 616-336-7300
or view the institute's own Web site at
www4.gvsu.edu/ dist-ed/ institute.htm.

GVSU United Way Campaign
Tops $100,000 Mark
The Grand Valley community once again
showed its strong support for area agencies
that provide comfort and hope to thousands
in need. GVSU faculty, staff, students, and
retirees topped last year's giving by 3%,
boosting the 1999 United Way Campaign to
a new high in contributions. The GVSU

community gave $102 ,240.92. More than 800
employees donated, for a 66.3% participation rate.
Facu lty and staff membe rs designate
where their contributions sho uld be directed. About 75% of Grand Valley's contributions go to the Heart of West Michiga n
United Way in Kent County. The remaining
contributions are directed to vario us othe r
west Michigan United Way fund s.
Noting the $100,000 milestone, Preside nt
Arend D. Lubbe rs thanked all those who
gave. "I'm proud of this community fo r
helping others, and I'm pleased that yo u
give so generously. The faculty a nd staff
members who donated this yea r, a lo ng with
the retirees and the students, are all sending
a message that Grand Valley cares."

GVSU Art Class Turns Lyon
Street Building into Gallery
The senior seminar course in the Alt and
Design Department is designed to allow
students to practice the technical, strategic, and
organizational skills, as well as the a1tistic
talents necessary to practice as a1tists. Professor
Paul Wittenbraker thought they might as well
do something positive for the community at
the same time.
"A major po1tion of the course involves the
students envisioning the specific ways in
which they as a1tists can interface w ith the
community and practically function in the
world," says Wittenbraker, an expert on the
topic of a1t in community. Wittenbraker is one
of seven "Presidential Service Learning
Scholars" at Grand Valley. President AI-end D.
Lubbers appointed one faculty member from
each of the university's seven schools and
divisions to the group to encourage servicelearning projects across the curriculum.
Wittenbraker's class project is one of the
results.
1nroughout the fall semester, the class of
eight students has been meeting at a vacant
storefront in a building at 617 Lyon Street in
Grand Rapids. Working with a grant from the
Dorothy Johnson Center for Philanthropy and
Nonprofit Leadership at GVSU, the students
renovated the space as a galle1y. They also
interacted with the community by hosting
three a1t lectures. The culmination of the class,
called the "Civic Studio" project, is an exhibition of their own art, on display December
2-17. The exhibition is titled "Those Things."
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Pakistani Student
Wins Newsweek
'My Turn' Essay Contest

Associate Professor of
English Laura
VanderBroek and
Fawad Chaudhry.

Fawad
Chauclruy, a
Pakistani student at
Grand Valley,
received $1,000 as
one of the winners
in Newsweek's
annual "My Turn"
essay competition.
The contest, pa1t of
the Newsweek
Education Program, is designed
to help students
understand the

purpose and format of a personal essay
and to develop and write their own
essays based on personal expetience.
Chaudhry was one of 13 winners.
Chauclruy's essay was based on his
expetience in Pakistan when he was a
child and became ill from drinking well
water. His essay, titled "The Basic
Element of Life," asse1ts that c01ruption is
the major factor in preventing clean
water in Pakistan.
GVSU Associate Professor of English
Laura VanderBroek said Chaudhry's
accomplishment is even more remarkable
because he wrote in his second language.
He is a student in VanderBroek's English as
a Second Language (ESL) class at GVSU.

Al TenEyck, professor of Education, was
given the Communication and
Leadership Award by GVSU Toastmasters for his outstanding achievements
and contributions to communications
excellence on the Grand Valley campus,
and the community, state, and national
levels. John Zaugra, president of GVSU
Toastmasters, presented TenEyck with
the award at the group's annual
Holiday Buffet on December 8.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
CliffWelch assistant professor of
History, is tl1e author of "The Shooting of
Jofre Correa Neto: Writing the Individual
Back into Historical Memo1y," published in
the Fall 1999 issue of the Radical History
Review, a Cambtidge University Press
publication.
William Charland, assistant professor of
Art and Design, presented the paper "Let's

Rewlite the Bible and Teach Gibbetish
Spanish; Issues of Respect in Multicultural
Art Education," at the Michigan Art
Education Association Conference in
Traverse City in November. Charland was
awarded a Service Learning grant from the
GVSU Center for Philanthropy and NonProfit Leadership for his project, "Se1vice
Learning in Art Education." The grant is
funding mosaic mural projects at several
schools and community organizations in
the Grand Rapids area.
Roger Ellis, professor of Theatre, has
been invited to serve on an international
panel of jurors at the Third International
Festival of Theatre in Caracas, Venezuela.
The festival will feature presentations by
14 nations.
Phyllis Gendler, professor of nursing
and director of the R.N./B.S.N./M.S.N.

program, and Lorraine Rodrigues-Fisher
dean of the Kirkhof School of Nursing,
presented the paper "Heroines of
Nicaragua," at the International Nursing
Feminist Conference in Williamsburg,
Virginia, in October. Gendler and Katherine Kim professor emerita of nursing,
presented a poster: "Osteoporosis Instruments: Health Belief, Knowledge, and
Self-Efficacy Scales," at the Multidisciplina1y Osteoporosis Conference in
November in Grand Rapids. Gendler,
Rodrigues-Fisher, and Jean Martin, assistant
professor of Nursing, participated in
developing the Michigan State Plan for
Prevention, Diagnosis, and Treatment of
Osteoporosis, a legislative initiative being
implemented through the State Health
Department.
Nancy L. Harper, professor of Communication and Director of Alcohol Education, Research, and Training (ALERT Labs)
made two presentations at the National
Communication Association (NCA) annual
convention in Chicago in November. She
presented a paper entitled "A Study of
Drinking Among Grand Valley State
University and Rutgers University Students:
Prelin1inary Results of the Personal Repo1t
of Student Perceptions (PRSP)," at a panel.

Co-authors from GVSU were Michael Yee,
graduate assistant in Public Administration,
and Luke Galen and Allen Winebarger,
assistant professors of Psychology. At the
NCA "Preconference on Tenure and
Promotion" in November, Harper presented "Different Institutions/ Different Ctiteria"
and led small-group discussions. Harper
also attended the U.S. Department of
Education's 13th Annual National Meeting
on Alcohol, Other Drugs, and Violence
Prevention in Higher Education in
November, held in Albany, New York.
Elaine Schott, professor of Social Work,
continued on page 4

Coming Events
Kurt Ellenberger will make his debut
as director of the GVSU jazz ensembles
in a concert on Tuesday, December 14,
at 8 p.m. in Louis Annstrong Theatre.
The small jazz ensemble will perform
first, followed by the large jazz ensemble.
The large ensemble will perform several
arrangements of music by Duke Ellington in celebration of the centena1y of his
birth.
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Alten Collection
continued from page 1
talents. The recent retrospective of Mathias Alten work at the
Grand Rapids Art Museum was so important because it was the
first time such a large exhibition of his work had been assembled. Now we have a smaller collection on a permanent basis. "

The majority of the paintings will be on display on the main
level of the DeVos Center, in a room to be named the Gordon
Gallery of Alten Paintings. Other pieces of the collection will be
in other areas of the building. The full collection can also be
viewed on "GVNow," at www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/
Matthews says having the permanent collection in a public
space in downtown Grand Rapids is appropriate for historical
reasons.
"As Grand Rapids became a city and matured, this man
became an important chronicler of what he saw around him,"
said Herny Matthews. "His style is steeped in the 19th century
European tradition."

Faculty and Staff
Sketches
continued from page 3

gave a presentation, titled "Envisioning Revision: Transforming
Competence and Resilience in African American Adolescent
Males," at the Inter-University Consortium on International
Social Development, in Cape Town, South Africa, in July. Schon
also presented a paper, titled "Facilitating Resilience and
Competence Among African American Adolescent Males:
Implications for School Social Work Practice," at the Midwest
School Social Work Conference on Mackinac Island in October.
Mitch Kachun, visiting assistant professor of Histo1y,
presented a paper titled "The Black Press and the Construction
of African American Historical Memo1y During the Late
Nineteenth Centu1y," at the Annual Meeting of the Association
for the Study of African American Life and Histo1y in Detroit in
October.

Pete Stevens, of the Hospitality & Tourism Management
program, spoke to the Central Region Leadership Conference of
DECA in November.
Joanne Ziembo-Vogl, assistant professor of Crin1inal Justice,

presented a paper titled "Community Policing and tl1e Media:
Examining the News Production Process in a CommunityOriented Setting," at the annual meeting of the American
Society of Crin1inology in Toronto.
William J. Neal, professor of geology, was pa1t of an adviso1y

team that visited tl1e Parque Natural da Ria Formosa and tl1e
Universidade do Algarve (Centro de Educa<;:ao Ambiental de
Marim) in Faro and Olhao, Po1n1gal, November 21-28. Neal
gave a presentation, "Coastal Erosion in Lake Michigan, U.S.A.
Great Lakes," and "Colombia's Pacific Barrier Islands," at the
Cicio de Conferencias: Investiga<;:ao e Ordenamento Costa.

In the News
Curtis Dean Smith, associate professor of Modern Languages
and Literatures, was featured in an article on the Chinese
program at GVSU in the November 22 edition of the Holland
Sentinel.

Calendar of Events
General Events
All activities on Allendale Campus unless otherwise noted .
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS.
Art Gallery Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-Fri., 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thurs.
Thurs., Dec. 9 - Fri., Dec. 17

Gallery hours: B.F.A. Exhibit, Jason Lee Starin. A1t Gallery,
PAC. Call x3196 for more information.
Mon.,Dec .1 3 - Fri. , Dec. 17

Gallery hours: B.F.A. Exhibit, Brad Hoezee, Megan Grimm, and
Bryan Cote. Art Gallery, PAC. Call x3196 for more information.
Tues.,Dec . 14

S p.m. : Jazz Concert. Small and large jazz ensembles, directed
by Kurt Ellenberger. LAT, PAC.
Thurs., Dec. 16

4-7 p.m.: B.F.A. Exhibit Reception. Art Gallery, PAC. Call x3196
for more information.
Thurs.,Jan. 6

2000 Winter Teaching Conference. Sponsored by the Pew
Faculty Teaching and Learning Center. For more information,
call x3498

Sports
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game times subject to change.
Fri., Dec. 17

S p.m.: Men's Basketball at River City Classic.
Sat., Dec. 18

1 p .m.: Men 's Basketball at River City Classic.
1 p.m.: Women's Basketball. Hillsdale College at GVSU.
Mon., Dec. 20

S p.m.: Men 's Basketball. Rochester College at GVSU.
Thurs., Dec. 30

7 p.m.: Women's Basketball. Lewis University at GVSU.
Mon.,Jan. 3

7 p.m.: Men's Basketball at St. Joseph's College . Rensselaer, IN.
Thurs.,Jan. 6

5:30 p.m.: Women's Basketball at Wayne State University.
Detroit.
7:30 p.m.: Men's Basketball at Wayne State Uni versity. Detroit.
Sat.,Jan. 8

1 p.m.: Women's Basketball at Ashland University. Ashland ,
OH.
3 p.m.: Men's Basketball at Ashland University. Ashland, OH.

